10/26/2026

TO:  City of Venice Council Members

RE:   Submission of Certified Environmental Lab Data for Public Record


OBJECTIVE DATA SUBMISSION
Please accept this transmittal of certified laboratory analytical data into the permanent public record. Testing was conducted utilizing a certified lab under strict EPA and FDEP methodology protocols. These samples were collected from the active drainage pathway identified as the "Culvert from Airport to Deer Town Gully."

CRITICAL REGULATORY FINDINGS 
Our independent testing has confirmed the active presence of petroleum hydrocarbons migrating from the airport through the outfall culvert connecting to the south fork of Deertown Gully. Some city maps call this waterway a “canal” but the residents of Gulf Shores Subdivision have always considered this waterway a part of Deertown Gully. Specifically, testing identified:

SOIL
· Solid Matrix / Sediment Contamination (Page 1 Baseline)
Soil and sediment act as the historical repository of ongoing runoff. The laboratory analysis confirms that 12 distinct PAH compounds have actively bound to the sediment in this culvert, including major heavily regulated carcinogens:
· Fluoranthene: 0.0893 mg/kg dry
· Pyrene: 0.0754 mg/kg dry
· Benzo (a) pyrene: 0.0636 mg/kg dry (Highly potent, regulated carcinogen)
· Benzo (k) fluoranthene: 0.0482 mg/kg dry
· Benzo (a) anthracene: 0.0397 mg/kg dry
· Chrysene: 0.0387 mg/kg dry
· Indeno (1,2,3-cd) pyrene: 0.0349 mg/kg dry
· Benzo (g,h,i) perylene: 0.0336 mg/kg dry
· Benzo (b) fluoranthene: 0.0331 mg/kg dry
· Phenanthrene: 0.0278 mg/kg dry
· Dibenz (a,h) anthracene: 0.0160 mg/kg dry
· Anthracene: 0.00230 mg/kg dry
· Fluorene: 0.00110 mg/kg dry 
· Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) via EPA 8270E: Active concentrations of multi-ring PAHs were confirmed, including Phenanthrene (0.0303 ug/L), Fluoranthene (0.0606 ug/L), Benzo (b) fluoranthene (0.0404 ug/L), and Pyrene (0.0505 ug/L).
· Fluoranthene: 0.0606 ug/L
· Pyrene: 0.0505 ug/L
· Benzo (b) fluoranthene: 0.0404 ug/L
· Benzo (g,h,i) perylene: 0.0404 ug/L
· Phenanthrene: 0.0303 ug/L
WATER
· Liquid Matrix / Surface Water Contamination (Page 2 Baseline)The water column confirms active, ongoing transport of petroleum footprints directly out of the airport corridor:
· Fluoranthene: 0.0606 ug/L
· Pyrene: 0.0505 ug/L
· Benzo (b) fluoranthene: 0.0404 ug/L
· Benzo (g,h,i) perylene: 0.0404 ug/L
· Phenanthrene: 0.0303 ug/L
· Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) via EPA 8270E: Active concentrations of multi-ring PAHs were confirmed, including Phenanthrene (0.0303 ug/L), Fluoranthene (0.0606 ug/L), Benzo (b) fluoranthene (0.0404 ug/L), and Pyrene (0.0505 ug/L).
· Florida Petroleum Residual Organics (FL-PRO C8-C40): Detected at 0.429 I mg/L via Method FL-PRO/3510C. This concentration exceeds the FDEP Chapter 62-777 Groundwater Cleanup Target Level (GCTL) of 0.25 mg/L. 


ACTIONS REQUIRED

Because the presence of environmental contamination is now an established legal and regulatory fact on the record, the city’s must take action to further test and clean up the contamination flowing through Gulf Shores neighborhood and into the Gulf of Mexico.  Almost 90 years of contaminated flow without any consideration for the environment is sure to require numerous actions, such as:
· Hydrological & Runoff Tracking: Tracing how active groundwater and surface stormwater pathways are carrying these exceeded concentrations across public and private property lines and into the Gulf of Mexico.
· Atmospheric & Surface Inputs: Investigating the cumulative impacts of aerial deposition (specifically jet particulate fallout), and surface runoff that are continuously introducing these chemical into the water and sediment basins.
· Determine the best manner to treat, purify and mediate the contamination.

We are providing this preliminary analytical data in good faith to help direct efforts for a clean-up.  The contamination is present. The city's must do additional soil and water testing, source-tracking, and specific mitigation.

We are aware that since 2013, the city under Mr. Clinch as the Stormwater Engineer, has requested and received segmentation of the stormwater responsibilities at the airport and the city has never investigated this waterway location despite multiple requests from the public. The false statement in the city’s flyer is an example of how the city has attempted to discount the public’s concern for pollution of Deertown Gully stating the city is ”in full compliance with state and federal environmental regulations.”  It also states that a prevention plan (the SWPPP) is in full compliance.  The residents want to tell you “Paper compliance does not equal clean water.”

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Davis
On behalf of my many neighbors 
